Puccini’s Sacred and Profane 
by Victorian Opera Company
Puccini’s Sacred and Profane songs by Victorian Opera Company was certainly a big event in every way. Saturday night in the huge Hamer Hall Arts Centre in Melbourne was packed to the rafters with black-tie A-Listers for the first offering for 2008 by VOC. The all Puccini first half night began with the Messa di Gloria Mass. The 70+ Orchestra Victoria, conducted (of course) by the “wickedly naughty” Richard Gill, head of VOC was supported by a 60 voice Victorian Opera Chorus, 16 member National Boys Choir, and in the second half of the concert performance of La Boheme songs, YES, with an Air Force Band…indeed and full orchestra!!!!
I remember a wild performance in London to launch the then relatively unknown (outside of their native Australia) rock band The Bee Gees; they too shocked the music world by finishing their show with a march-on Salvation Army brass band, for the song “Every Christian Lion-hearted Man”.

Wickedly arranged and just as outrageous was the La Boheme segment Saturday night. Converting the massive choral and orchestra into a moving stage set design; Gill played with and to the 4-7 voiced interplay of the artistes of La Boheme.

List of the singers alphabetically and their characters names 
· Messa di Gloria – Soloists – Jamie Allen (tenor) and Paul Hughes (bass).
-  Chorus soloists – Michelle Buscemi (soprano) and    Robert Beasley (baritone).

· Madam Butterfly – Rosamund Illing as Madam Butterfly and Roxane Hislop as Suzuki.
· Tosca – James Egglestone as Mario Cavaradossi.
· Manon Lescaut - Rosamund Illing as Manon Lescaut.
· La Boheme – Tiffany Speight as Mimi and James Egglestone as Rodolfo.
· La Boheme (act 2) - Tiffany Speight as Mimi and James Egglestone as Rodolfo. Suzanne Shakespeare as Musetta and Roger Lemke as Marcello. Samual Dundas, Paul Hughes, Jerzy Koslowski, and Brendan Wickham as the rest of the main group.
We talked to Dean Sky Lucas and Judith Dodsworth at the start of the afterparty. We then met up with Hans Henkell and his lovely wife. We talked to John Landy about the Olympics and opera, and met up again with the head of Arts Victoria Penny Hutchison. Spoke to some of the cast including Tiffany Speight, Rosamund Illing, and Samual Dundas about their brilliant performances. Great to see a lot of familiar faces and a few new comers to the world of opera. 
Looking forward to their next production of Through the Looking Glass in May at The CUB Malthouse.
