GOSSIP Pisces (23 Feb-22 Mar)

What we neglect to do with each gossip article is to mention that it is based on western star-sign dates rather than sticking to the more traditional beginning to end of a month. What better sign to start with than the last sign in the astrological year, PISCES? Commonly known as “the spoiler” this misnomer suggests destruction or shattering of conventions and ideas rather than being just the end of other year’s activities…oh well. 

From little things big things grow does not mean progressive masculine car/ horse- racing type festivals, if things are gentler they seem a lot cooler 

A feminine sign “woman” based event overlaid positively with emotions and feelings for the things we all see and experience. So we look at “WOMADELAIDE” as a world music festival, sort of like all in together everything goes musically in film dance into the wind even, kind of “event”. 

At first glance one suspects (as a man) that softer feeling kind of stuff with kids involved and musicians straying freely into alternate areas, for example Kronos Quartette trying to “destroy” the American National Anthem beautifully a-la Jimmy Hendrix. Another act (of dismantling?) might be The Waifs (a feminine-aspected band?). Should you find these observations confronting that’s OK and probably Pisces-ish anyway and what men do anyway. 

Being dismissive of structure is part of the enigmatic characteristic of this “dream” sign being an indicator of the last daze/faze of a year….phewwww? 

Beautiful images projected onto conventional/ traditional structures disconnect one from the man-ish formality of our city, no matter what country/ city/ or for that man-ner planet you live in. Think woman (the WOMA- part of the Festival title) and of course ADELAIDE (the other part of the name) oh just add water or moonlight and you’re getting close to the festivals feeling approach.

Environment, Aboriginals, alternate politics etc feature strongly, so that is why it is carried visually over the “left-wing” quasi-intellectual government funded media here in Australia (mostly). Adelaide first gave us Wagner’s Ring and the innovative Arts Festival decades ago, and now it leads the way albeit softly back to the future. Melbourne’s safe for kids Moomba (and surprisingly Sundance Film Festival USA) are also not surprisingly Pisces.

On the evening of Wednesday 12 March 2008, Opera Australia’s new production of Carmen on the Big Screen will be screened free of charge, 

transmitted via satellite from the Sydney Opera House to 
eight regional cinemas that form the AFC’s Regional Digital Screen Network in Albany (WA), Devonport (TAS), Hervey Bay (QLD), Yarram (VIC), Katherine (NT), Port Augusta (SA), Wagga Wagga and Singleton (NSW) as well as to live sites on the Sydney Opera House Forecourt and at Federation Square, Melbourne. 

Opera on the Big Screen will be screened free of charge to an audience of up to 7000 people, with 4000 on the Sydney Opera House steps, 1000 at Federation Square and over 2000 in cinemas across Australia. 

Doors to The Atrium will open 6pm Wednesday 12 March, once admitted 
re-entry is not guaranteed if you choose to leave. 
For further information call Federation Square on 03 9655 1900 or visit 

www.federationsquare.com 

REGIONALTHEATRE screenings in cinemas across Australia. 

Information contact Australian Film Commission on 02 9321 6444 or visit 

www.afc.gov.au 

OPERA openings 

Lyric Opera Company SEASON LAUNCH Chapel off Chapel 25th Feb 

Erwin & Elmire Anna AN/Goethe by Iopera Company 29th Feb 

Puccini’s La Boheme by Melbourne Opera Company 5th March Wednesday Opera Australia’s Carmen on the Big Screen Fed Sq 12 March
Sing your own Opera by Victorian Opera Company 29th March 

BIRTHS throughout history in Pisces
George Frideric Handel Composer 23 Feb 1685 Halle d14 Apr 1759 London
Enrico Caruso Tenor 27 Feb 1873 Naples
d 02 Aug 1921 Naples

Gioacchino Rossini Composer 29 Feb 1792 Pesaro d13 Nov 1868 Paris

Wolfgang Rihm Composer 03 Mar 1952 Karlsruhe Germany
Kiri Te Kanawa Soprano  06 Mar 1944 Gisbourne New Zealand  
Maurice Ravel Composer 07 Mar 1875 Cibourne d 28 Dec 1937 Paris
Sergei Diaghilev Entrepreneur 19 Mar 1872 Novgorod d19 Aug 1929 Venice
Lleyton Hewitt Tennis Champion 24 Feb 1981 Adelaide Australia 

DEATHS during Pisces
Tito Gobbi Baritone 24 Oct 1913 Bassano del Grappa d 05 Mar 1984 Rome
Sergei Prokofiev Composer 23 Apr 1891 Sontsovka d 05 Mar 1953 Moscow

Hector Berlioz Composer 11 Dec 1803 La-Cote-St-Andrew d 08 Mar 1869 Paris

Johann Wolfgang Goethe Poet 28 Aug 1749 Frankfurt d 22 Mar 1832 Weimar 
