Lyric Opera of Melbourne 2008 Season

“L-O-O-MING”, an ominous indicator, something waiting in the wings, imminent, best perceived as light and brooding…brilliance on the edge of town, to paraphrase “The Boss”  himself Bruce Springsteen. Another great sang, let’s go LOOMing, take us LOOMing, let’s go Lyric Opera of Melbourne-ing …not Park Avenue NYC-USA….but Chapel-off-Chapel Theatre Prahran Melbourne Australia. Chapel of Chapel is the resident home of one of the youngest and most exciting opera companies we have had the good fortune to be involved with. Involved with….you might ask, YES, we have seen almost every production of this brilliant, progressive, enlightened company since their humble beginnings in 2004 under the tireless direction of Mr. Rod Scanlon and Lisa Catinari in Assembly Hall Collins Street Melbourne. Theirs was best production we have ever seen of Don Pasquale >see archives/ latest reviews< all done with minimal creative staging.

From 2004 to 2006 early days, we ventured out to witness new young exciting opera in Melbourne, and who was quietly steering this movement, the largely un-rewarded shy Scanlon/ Catinari Lyric Opera Melbourne teams of players and musicians, often playing to small houses for little pay. That to us is the indicator of dedication and drive, thank-you once again Rod, even though one feels, it may have been at great personal cost at times to you and yours. Since 2006 at Chapel off Chapel, LOOM has created unique performance opportunities for gifted, promising youngsters starting their professional careers, 27 singers employed in 2007, and 33 for this 2008 season. We now know that the burn-out factor is huge when presenting creative progressive opera in Melbourne
Through-out this city of Melbourne there are a few dynamic, un-stoppable believers, whose collective altruistic drive pushes art and music into new realms, drawing on every resource, contact, and supporter to see their visions made real, we thank you all, you know who you are, and so do we. Too often a hide-your-light-under-a-bushel modesty hides greatness of spirit, e.g. Mr. Joseph Talia, Melbourne City Opera recently recognized with an “order of Australia? battled to get BMW-Edge Federation Square not exactly suited to stage operatic works, but at least its home, in the city, close to everything.
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PERFORMANCES 3 operas over FOUR NIGHTS each all on Fridays and Saturdays starting off with the then 19 year old….. 
Mozart’s The Shepherd King


Fri & Sat 18 & 19th and 25 & 26th APRIL
(Il Re Pastore) 
Premiered 23 Apr 1775 Salzburg

Purcell’s Dido and Aeneus


Fri & Sat 30 & 31st MAY   6th & 7th JUNE
Premiered Joseas Priest’s School 

for Young gentlewomen Dec 1689/early 1690?
(London Premiere Summer 1690)
Donizetti’s The Daughter of The Regiment
Fri & Sat 1st & 2nd and 8th & 9th AUGUST
(La Fille du Regiment) 

Premiered Paris 11th Feb 1840

INFO 

David Newington
Lyric Opera Of Melbourne
dnewington@yahoo.com.au
M 0401-959-421
Bookings ( (03) 8290 7000
Photos and audio of the 2008 launch ( click here ( http://theoperaboys.com/docs-FebMarch2008/Lyric-launch/Lyric-2008.swf
