GUYS & DOLLS
Guys and Dolls now playing at Melbourne’s historic Princess Theatre to a packed house looked very good from where we sat upstairs (in the gods). The backdrop, which we incorrectly assumed was the original solid back wall of the 19th Century space, lifted in time to the orchestra to reveal a row of shop-fronts on New York City’s upper west-side. Curiously, the Australian cast as usual had American accents, I know it was set in USA, but do we really need the fake accents nowadays? 
Best described as a look back to the daze when men were cads and single by choice, and women loved them that way (single also… by bad luck?). 

A predominantly “married for years, couples-audience” hung on every word from Lisa McCune and fellow Sea Patrol (TV series) actor Ian Stenlake, good old wacky Gary McDonald (Norman Gunston) and the best singer of the bunch Marina Pryor (a judge on Dancing with the Stars). 
Basically a story about two “mis-matched couples”, the men gamblers, misleading their girlfriends around their careers as crap game gangsters. Both couples end up together at the end, changed men with their “lucky” women. The lead female was a Salvation Army captain, her beau, a gang leader….a perfect match really; their counter parts were a gambler “engaged 14 years to a showgirl. Having worked for the Salvation Army myself for many years, I noticed that the organization’s (both the gangsters and the Salvos) “appropriate-hypocrisy” were remarkably similar and very accurate!
Magda Szubansky (from TV’s Kath and Kim series) played a too believable man, and equally generously proportioned Shane Jacobson (star of the film Kenny) waddled as Magda repeatedly squeaked “Crap”. Not a description of the show!
Tunes such as Luck be a Lady, were gobbled up by a crowd, greedy for some American vice and corruption. Lots of laughs through-out the show, with an acerbic ridicule of the incompetent bumbling police detective’s futile attempt at busting the crap game racket, great dance routines, clever fast changing sets, and fine lighting. 
A man in front of us yelped uncontrollably at one of the more saucy lines, of which there were MANy.  This marked this period-piece is as up-to-date now as when first performed. Would your parents love it…..yes! It’s not opera; just “reel” American good singing and dancing fun, Gene Kelly eat your heart out!
Links

http://www.marrinertheatres.com.au/guysdolls_main.html
Princess Theatre web site for Guys and Dolls.

http://www.mytickets.com.au/guys-and-dolls-vip-packages/1-109472/view.aspx
Packages.

http://www.guysanddollsthemusical.com.au/
Official site.
