Erwin and Elmira by IOpera

Leap Year, Friday 29th Feb 2008 was opening night of two only performances of Iopera’s Erwin and Elmire in Australian Catholic University’s newly restored Hall Melbourne (was this hall once really the home of the notorious TF Much Ballroom back in the 1970’s). 
Beautifully portrayed English speaking, German singing “bogans in the burbs”. Elmire Suzanne Shakespeare, yobbo/ bogan hermit Erwin Christopher Busietta, stuck-up scrubber mother of Elmire, Olympia Lee Abrahmsen, and the scarily campy somersaulting Bernado Nick Jones.
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Olympia (Lee Abrahmsen), and Bernado (Nick Jones)
New Iopera Company’s first performance (of a proposed 3 operas for 2008) had a full house laughing along; this production claims to be only the second since its origin way back in the 1770’s. An obscure comic “singspiel” opera conducted by Dr Peter Tregear and beautifully played by the Iopera Chamber Orchestra, sets by American born Esther Hayes, produced by Xan Colman (A is for Atlas’ Brecht/Shostakovich“I Start Again” see >archives review< this website 2006), directed by Dr Gert Reifarth
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Elmire (Suzanne Shakespeare)
Moccasin/ work booted stars wearing K-Mart fashions launch this attack on suburbia in an hilarious boy meets girl soap-opera (libretto by the German Johan W von Goethe no less) from Irish poet Oliver Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakefield, music score composed by FEMALE c.1776 Dowager Duchess Anna Amalia niece of Frederick the great of Prussia.
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 Erwin (Christopher Busietta)
Link to their website for more Information on this new alternative opera company.

http://iopera.com.au/
