Recent News – late 2006 till February 2007

Two 50th Birthday Party’s Opera Australia, and Australian Art Galleries
Metamorphosis by Victorian Opera Company and Giuseppe Verdi’s IL Corsaro by Melbourne City Opera at Melba Hall 
Dolores San Miguel’s Wintergarden Music lounge opening way back on Saturday November 18th from Midnight till dawn, (the clubs NORMAL operating hours in a china-town downtown hotel (Saturdays ONLY)
Only back one day from Sydney, on Saturday 9th December we saw 
Howard Arkly’s Art Retrospective, and Juan Davilla’s (scandalous) Art Show at Melbourne’s National Gallery Victoria. Dame Edna Everage’s Display House Arts center Gallery, followed by an outdoor 7-30pm concert of 
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Swan Lake BALLET
 on the lawns of the Sidney Meyer Music Bowl with friends, busy day.
Other opera’s attended and enjoyed in Nov-Dec 2006 were Turandot Opera Australia The Abduction from the Seraglio - Lyric Opera Melbourne The Marriage of Figaro Opera Australia
Julius Caesar by Opera Australia

Thanx Carole for inviting us to Xmas drinks at Pollock Gallery Richmond (Victoria)
Flew to Sydney for NYE stayed in Kings Cross with lawyer friend Toby Blythe.
Fireworks over Opera House and Harbour Bridge from Rushcutters Bay roof-deck were amazing.
Toured EVERY Sydney attraction, and beach by Ferry and Toby’s Big Jeep
Introduced to Len Amadio, (Adelaide based Opera Tour Operator, and reviewer) at Morning Tea in hi-rise Kings Cross tower opposite Toby’s. He was planning to attend Richard Gills Music Camp in Adelaide South Australia.
OPERABOY TONY SHEPHERD’s Birthday Dinner Party 6th Feb
Opening Night of Melbourne Opera Companies spectacular Madam Butterfly, followed by drinks upstairs at Her Majesties Theater. Lillian frank, Lady Potter…and just about everyone attended, congrats to Bert Stevens and PA Robbie for that one.
Met the ex organizer/Director? of the Spoleto Festival (now Melbourne International Festival), hope to catch up with him on arts matters more often.

Chinese Year of the PIG NYEve at the Opium Bar Abbotsford. 
AFTER Party and double Stravinsky performances of Victorian Opera Companies Les Noces/ Oedipus Rex at Hamer Hall Melbourne
Australian singer/musician extraordinaire Paul Kelly tells us he’s living back in bayside St Kilda Melbourne, and has just put his new single out on YouTube  
Waved and nodded only, to Premier Steve Bracks and wife, and Deputy Premier John Thwaites and partner Melanie Eagle (she’s a real Art Deco fan).
We hear that they may be attending the Bi-Annual 9th International Art Deco Conference to be staged in Melbourne in April 2007. More on that later on in the year! Visit www.artdeco.com for details/ registration etc
Julie Nihill “barmaid from Blue Heelers”… was there with Dean Sky-Lucas.
Talked to Arts Victoria HO about the rumoured(?) demise of Chamber Made (Opera) Company…she’s looking into it.
Looking forward to Sasha Novak’s “Tribute to Mario Lanza” 
at Melba Hall (Melbourne University) 7-30pm Sat 24 Feb2007.
Tickets available www.3mbsboxoffice.com 

We are now members (thank you) of ”BLUE DIAMOND”  Henry Maas’ (Bachelors from Prague) glamorous swish art deco
15th Floor Inner City Melbourne Club in the old RACV club Queen St.
Did 2 media launches last week for Pirates of Penzance and met up with Anthony Warlow and David Hobson. Lionel was the set designer on Jesus Christ Superstar in Ballarat in the early 1980’s which had David Hobson at only 17 in the cast, and 16 y/o Max Sharam. We also took our new film crew to the media launch of VOC’s Les Noces and Oedipus Rex. 

P.S. Lionel spoke with James Mollison (former head of The National Gallery) about his recent overseas trip (USA). He spent New Years Eve in the big apple NYC. When asked as to his attendances of any opera’s since his return to Melbourne, he …”considered attending the Stravinsky/ Cocteau double bill of Les Noces and Oedipus Rex, but decided that would most likely be second rate performed “in concert” rather than as fully staged operatic productions. It’s a lot of money to spend on a concert performance, for the same price I would expect a full opera.” said Mr.Mollison.
Very big start to the New Year Opera calendar.
