The Flying Dutchman by Wagner
presented by MSO orchestra and choir with VOC choir.

The difference between an opera by an opera company and one performed by an orchestra, choirs and soloists can sometimes be immense. Over the past 3+ years we have been reviewing the best works by famous composers today we will do one of THE most famous works by THE master composer.

Performed as a “concert version”, Richard Wagner’s “immature” opera The Flying Dutchman soars high above anything we've heard for years. A classic story of a man’s realised search for eternal undying love ironically appears to end with his salvation and his partner’s death. Oscar Wilde's line “yet each man kills the thing he loves” comes to mind. Best described as a tableau of sound, this music is so sumptuous in scale and colour, that even without a spectacular stage-set (which one usually demands), it is electric. People have said leave the best til last; you'll only spoil things, how right they were!

A wall of sound so beautiful interwoven with voices like golden threads, from the 8 booming double-basses to the vibrato horns, trombones, harp and timpani, the choirs usually at best in churches took over the vast space of Hamer Hall last night. The crowd too, were different, not our usual opera-goers, at interval drinks we did not recognise anyone from our “opera-scene”, despite young Nickolas Carter Victorian Opera Men’s Choir being chorus master. Act 1 was appropriately vast and very masculine: act 2 opened with the assembled women’s voice choir supplemented in walk on roles by the fabulous John Wegner (Dutchman), Adrian Dwyer (steersman). Bjiarni Thor Kristinsson (Daland). Erik was sung by Stuart Skelton, with Sian Pendry as Mary, and last, but most importantly, Gabrielle Maria Ronge stood in for  Lisa Gasteen as Senta (Darland’s daughter, the tragique heroine).

This performance is not to be missed, as it is to be transmitted live to radio on Thursday night from 8pm on ABC Classic-FM 105.9. Miss this or seeing one of the remaining shows Thurs 28th, Saturday 30th, and you might as well throw yourself off a cliff.......buy the CD of the performance when it’s released.

To paraphrase Oscar Wilde's famous line (why not)... ASTONISHING!

