The Shepherd King - Il Re pastore…..the “gem-fruit of the LOOM”
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To remain a shepherd in love with your childhood sweetheart, or fulfill your destiny to be king might appear to be a difficult choice, not so for the rightful heir to the throne of Sidon, Aminta. This is a story about real strength and leadership, in this case by no less than Alexander the Great, and compassion.
This work was composed in just sixteen weeks by nineteen year old Mozart for the Archduke Maximillian Franz’ s visit to Salzburg Austria, and originally intended to be sung without scenery in the palace of the Archbishop, this was to become his ninth opera. 
The incredibly inventive LOOM (Lyric Opera of Melbourne) of course, have applied their usual magic smoke and mirrors approach transforming this string of arias into a beautiful operatic gem. The set design was a simple white square floor with a miniature model house representing the distant city. 

A white length of fabric was draped from above right, across the stage (under the sur-title screen), bunched up and crumpled from stage left floor, diagonally to front stage right to represent the river.
In the second act, the one and only scene change, the fabric was lifted at left to form a vertical strip extending forward under a single white chair (the Kings throne). Oh that all opera could be as innovative; a refreshing change from some of the “larger” opera companies extravaganza’s, we love a good set, especially with brilliant lighting as in this production. You might have guessed by now, that 
we love this cheeky company and every stylish innovation they perpetrate upon opera. 
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Melanie Adams/ Angela Taylor
Aminta, shepherd king

Jessica Aszodi/ Catriona Bell
Alessandro, King Macedonia 
Carlos E Barcenas 
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PS YOU get your ticket at concession price if you mention THE OPERA BOYS 
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