Puccini’s Women by Vanessa West

Puccini had a lot of women in his life, he also had a lot of Wife…or…perhaps more descriptively some might suggest, a “wife of Lot”?
Vanessa West sings as she plays all the mistresses and the wife, accompanied on piano by Dr David Kram from The Puccini Acclaim Awards Foundation no less. The stage is small, and the capacity crowd large at @ The Toff in Town for a Sunday afternoon, drinks and cheese platters are served silently through the show.
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Directed by Cameron Menzies, 100 people watched Vanessa West in silence as the piano unfolds Puccini’s mistressly diversions one by one. Each had Herstory of History (Puccini the philanderer). Was it really fame that attracted such beautiful moths to his flame, or are all women that shallow? The episodic wife-story’s and mistresses were punctuated with arias, some from Tosca and the immortal La Boheme, the stage was simple uncluttered, unlike the life-stories of the heroines. Vanessa with and without a German accent told their stories. An interval divided the show, which curiously commenced with a bowing diva accepting a bouquet of flowers, thanking us for coming to the performance. I felt personally confused, about who was who, and think that the first half (pre- interval) could easily be switched with the last and no-one would notice. Who are all these (nameless) singers, is their raison detre only to be loved by genius…any genius, if so what does that say about women. Loving passionately posing as art, none of these perplexing questions are answered in this performance. Heroic women supporting and defending (another) man who chews them up and regurgitates them as strings of arias might just be the perfect definition of opera. Puccini’s, “the love that loves to love” Women, is a series of tragic operatic proportions, well worth seeing and hearing again especially close to Mothers Day!!!! 
There are TWO ONLY (or by now, one left) PERFORMANCES
Last show 5pm Sunday 4th May  
The Toff in Town, 2nd Floor, Curtin House, 252 Swanston St, Melbourne Bookings – Buy online www.thetoffintown.com, or call 03 9427 9198.

For more information visit vanessawest.com.au  Tickets $20/ $25 each
www.thetoffintown.com
