My Fair Lady by Opera Australia
Based on the play Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw, this operetta/musical was restaged, adapted by Alan Jay Lerner, and scored to music by Frederick Loewe.
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The first production of this musical was performed in 1956 in New York. 

Set in 1912 London it starts in front of Covent Garden after a performance where our star future pupil is selling flowers. Professor Higgins, a confirmed bachelor boasts to his friend Colonel Pickering that he can train any woman to sound and act like a Lady. The bet is sealed and the training begins to turn this Ladette into a Lady. At least he had much more to work with than the old matrons in the TV reality program Ladette to Lady. It is like turning a sow’s ear into a silk purse. 
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Of course her dustman, boozer father extorts money from Professor Higgins in exchange for his daughter. After sleepless nights of practice she is transformed into a pretentious snob with cultured speech. 
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She is taken to the Ascot Races in all her finery along with the ‘plastics’ of the upper class polo set. They were all decked out in brilliant costumes; and hats designed by a friend of our local celebrity hat maker Peter Jago. She gets a bit carried away in the excitement of the big event, but captures the adoration of a blue blood Freddy.
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Later, a perfectly groomed Eliza is launched into English society at a Debutante Ball. She does brilliantly, but Higgins boasting takes the shine off to her coming out. She feels abandoned and used and walks out. He searches for her and discovers her charming his mother. On his way home he misses her and Eliza returns to him in the end.
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I am sure there are many stories about a naïve young person that has been mentored in the finer things in life and been transformed for the better. 

The costumes and sets were brilliant as usual from the professional crew at Opera Australia. The cast were very capable especially Taryn Fiebig as Eliza, Reg Livermore as Professor Higgins, Matthew Robinson as Freddy, Rhys McConnochie as the Colonel, and Robert Grubb as Mr Doolittle.
The sets were designed by Richard Roberts and the costumes by Roger Kirk were brilliant on the revolving stages.

For more info ( http://www.opera-australia.org.au
