Cinderella by Oz Opera
The new production by Oz Opera for the children’s touring program that is performed throughout Victoria and NSW was launched in Melbourne in front of VIP’s and media, as well a collection of children from different schools including hearing challenged students.

Performed by a young cast of upcoming artists in a modified version suitable for schoolchildren this inventive production was a great introduction to opera for the students attending. Adapted from the original Rossini opera by Elizabeth Hill, a resident choreographer and director from within Opera Australia. Chris Busietta performed the part of the evil stepmother in drag and the Prince. Lexi Hutton was the beautiful Cinderella. The nasty Clorinda was played by Emily Ulrich, who also played her sister with the help of a mini me puppet. The Fairy Godfather was played by Robert Beasley who also played Rupert the pet rat. They were joined by pianist Pamela Christie. 
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Over 80000 students have been entertained and informed by touring companies from Oz Opera over the last 12 years. 

For this production Hill has combined pumpkins, glass slippers, and magic with music by Rossini to create a marvellous adventure story for children. It is only 45 minutes and is written for 4 players/singers, and a pianist. The compact set can be transported quickly for up to 3 performances daily. 
There is inventive doubling to portray the story – The Prince and cruel step mother are played by one person, one singer also plays both ugly sisters with the help of a puppet, and Cinderella is saved by the Fairy Godfather who also is the narrator. 

The libretto has been modified and shortened by Hill and Christopher Van Tuinen.

The set was designed by Hamish Peters and consists of six partition flats that can be turned around to represent either the Prince’s palace or Cinderella’s house. The costumes were produced by Maruska Blyszczak which are Victorian in style.

More information – Emma Williams, National Publicist, Opera Australia,
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