Carmen by Opera Australia

Bizet's Carmen directed by Francesca Zambello. English mezzo Pamela Helen Stephen made her Melbourne debut in the title role, joined by Rosario La Spina as Don Jose, with Opera Australia's Music Director, Richard Hickox, conducting.
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Carmen is a seductress from a cigarette factory in Seville in Spain who captures unsuspecting lovers into her web. Don Jose is her latest victim that will be seduced and then cast aside as soon has he has been destroyed by Carmen. The Toreador is his main rival in the courting stakes. Full of singing, dancing, and general mischief. 
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This production is a perennial favorite full of favorite arias and music such as Carmen's Habanera, to the bravura of the Toreador's Song.
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The set was designed by Tanya McCallin and Paula Constable with choreography by Denni Sayers, had its first staging in 2006 at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. The walls of the cigarette factory were orange and there was a large cumquat or orange tree in the piazza. There were brightly coloured girls and troops in funny hats along with a small donkey and a large Toreadors horse.
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The singing was brilliant from Rosario La Spina and Hye Seoung Kwon, with pleasant singing from Pamela Helen Stephen and the rest of the cast.
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