A Masked Ball by OA
“I’m drowning in a sea of troubles, it’s almost certain that the censors will forbid our libretto” wrote a panic stricken Verdi, “they began by objecting to certain phrases and words and then ENTIRE SCENES, and finally THE WHOLE SUBJECT”. 
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Julian Gavin (King Gustav) & Nicole Youl (Amelia)

 In Opera Australia's A Masked Ball ©Jeff Busby.
THEY MADE THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS
Change the hero into an ordinary gentleman, and his wife into the babysitter, leave out the Ball scene, make the fortune-teller scene a flashback to times when people actually believed in those things, etc etc. 

Verdi’s portrait of the King (Gustav of Sweden) was anything but flattering. He appeared shallow, indulged in a secret romance with his best friends wife got caught out, and murdered by same best friend as predicted a fortune-teller 
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Nicole Youl (Amelia) & Milijana Nikolic (Arvidson)

 In Opera Australia's A Masked Ball. ©Jeff Busby.
Giuseppe Verdi, was born on the 10 Oct 1813 Libra, in Le Roncole, and died in Milan on 27 Jan 1901, 
A Masked Ball, a classic tale of intrigue and passion set in eighteenth-century Sweden was first performed in Rome 17th February 1859, and same date Sydney Opera House 1985. It has 3 acts and 5 scenes. Set-design by John Gunter (Faust-English National Opera, Die Meistersinder-Cologne/Florence, Fidelio-SF-USA, Flying Dutchman-La Scala, & awarded best Set design Guys and Dolls-National theatre, to name but a few.
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Michael Lewis (Anckarstroem) & Nicole Youl (Amelia) in Opera Australia's A Masked Ball. ©Jeff Busby.
It stars Julian Gavin as (KING) Gustav, Nicole Youl (WIFE)Amelia, and Michael Lewis (HUSBAND) Anckarstroem in an opulent production originally directed by John Cox.

Amelia Farrugia (KINGS PAGE) Oscar makes her Opera Australia debut along with Italian opera expert Andrea Licata Conducter. 
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Julian Gavin as King Gustav in Opera Australia's A Masked Ball. ©Jeff Busby.
Performance Dates:
Evenings at 7.30pm -April 16, 19, 22, 24; May 2, 7
Matinee at 1.00pm - May 10

State Theatre, the Arts Centre.

http://www.opera-australia.org.au/opera/oaweb.nsf/lookups/111-homepage?opendocument
