Ninth International Art Deco Conference
On Sunday 15th April at 6pm, the conference opened at the toy-townish looking ART DECO Town hall in Richmond, Australia.
The evening drinks and nibbles gave way to an opening speech by Minister for Planning Justin Madden, himself a staunch collector and admirer of Art Deco. Mr. Madden lives in a modernist deco home designed by Sir Roy Grounds who also designed the local City of Melbourne’s National Art Gallery in the late nineteen-sixties. He pointed out that whilst a designer home is exciting to live in it can also be a little uncomfortable. High fashion is never really ever comfortable, but it’s always worth the effort! Conference organizer Mr. Robin Grow then introduced the “Prince of Deco” the stylish Mr. Noel Coward (alias singer/ performance artist Tim McKew, who wooed and wowed the capacity audience of 400 for almost an hour. Fabulous! 
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The 9th International Art Deco Conference runs (at a frantic pace) for a week, with excursions to local and out-lying areas of one of the most sprawling urban cities in the world. The lights of the City of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia are visible from the moon! Fine examples of high Art Deco by American Walter Burley Griffin who designed the Australian Capital City of Canberra, homes, cinema’s, and even garbage incinerators are on the tour circuit. During the day the 400 odd devotees (conference delegates) from all over the world will be exploring Melbourne, at night a glamorous (the key word of Art Deco) dinner finishes off each day.
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Hello to the four fabulously dapper deco-girls from classic New Zealand Deco city of Napier, who traveled by public transport to the celebrations in 20’s and 30’s gowns to locate Maxine’s missing earring at the opening! Also the well dressed gentlemen from England, San Francisco, France, to mention just a few countries represented on the night. The evening closed with delegates chatting, taking photos, and mingling before hurrying off to various dinners, an early night, ready for the 9am excursions next day and thereafter.
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More info and links 

www.theoperaboys.com
Conference and Itinerary 
www.artdeco.com  

Noel Coward performer 
www.timmmckew.com 
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