
The Tales of Hoffman

Sunday 11th January the temperature here in Melbourne Australia was 92F, Monday was 110F, Tuesday 95F, it’s now Wednesday and we can actually write after the heat wave; Europe and USA are frozen.
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Tony Award winner Bart Sher returns to the Met to direct Offenbach's Les Contes d'Hoffmann, conducted by James Levine and opening December 3. Anna Netrebko is Antonia and Alan Held sings the four villains.

On our national ABC radio station Enrico Caruso’s 1910 recording of Cavalleria Rusticana first public performance 100 years ago in NYC is playing, and yes opera director Peter Sellers (Dr Atomic Met in HD) is about to be interviewed about his latest productions Oedipus Rex Stravinsky, and Symphony of Sounds John Adams for The Sydney Festival currently underway; life is back to an accepted artistic normal here down-under in Oz.

Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffman filmed in HD at The Met NYC was screened in Yarraville’s Sun Theatre La Scala theatre to a packed house on Sunday, the air-conditioning was cool as! Standing in line for entry, our new opera friends Christine and Geoff Stephenson (Stevenson?) mentioned that Geoff (then a young MBA student at Columbia University) appeared as an extra in 1954 in The Met’s Aida.
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Joseph Calleja as Hoffmann, and Anna Netrebko as Stella.

Ex Seattle director Bart Sher (Barber of Seville Rossini, 2006), set designer Michael Yeargan and costume designer Catherine Zuber’s laid back style was instantly recognizable as the curtain slowly lifted. Referred to here, as “Berlin Decadent Chic” the look was appropriately peopled with waifish scantily clad fishnet women, with what we also here call “Carney Folk”. This popular trend of circus look minimalism that shocked Berliner’s way back when is still very much in fashion both here and abroad (no pun intended) see Stravinsky’s Petrouchka. The latest trend of trying to make opera look hip and cool is evident as the “oratorio style” of “people minus set” production lurched ever onwards minus (the censored) semi-nudity scene of the Met’s live performance.   

A 1920’s Eastern European dressed Joseph Calleja Hoffmann, in suit and hat, spends his time seated at desk with typewriter and lamp, the paper cut-out flat sets, bar room table setting (the drinking poet’s desk out front of every scene) inferred that it was about his delusional life, fantasies, and predilections, so look out for shocks and metaphors galore. Did we like it, YES loved it; more please Bart Sher.
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Kathleen Kim as Olympia.
Anna Netrebko played dual roles of Antonia and Stella.
Poet Hoffmann’s friend, Muse of Poetry, and Nicklausse, is beautifully sung by mezzo-soprano Kate Lindsey.

Kathleen Kim astonished all as mechanical doll Olympia’s showpiece bird-song chirping aria.

Alan Oke (Franz, Antonia’s whacky house servant) who unbelievably played lead role of Gandhi in Philip Glass’s “Satyagraha Met production, was astonishingly hilarious as “wanna be singer”. Mention must be made of his brilliantly designed costume of waiters black suit complete with buttoned-on white starched apron.

This would have to be one of the best productions of this unique production from The Met in HD.
Links

http://www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/season/
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/Film/Press/MetOpera.htm
http://www.themetinaustralia.info/
If you want to see some of the greatest operas by a world class opera company go and see The Met in HD in the beautiful Art Deco theatre in Yarraville ( http://www.suntheatre.com.au/live_events.php
http://www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/season/production.aspx?id=10635
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/05/arts/music/05offenbach.html?_r=1
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Joseph Calleja as Hoffmann, and Kate Lyndsey as the muse.
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Kate Lyndsey as the muse.
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Joseph Calleja as Hoffmann, and Anna Netrebko as Stella.


