Cosi by Louis Nowra

Originally a play by Louis Nowra.
I first saw this production as a film version starring Ben Mendelsohn as the director Lewis; Barry Otto as the opera fan and mental patient Roy; Toni Collette as Julie the junkie; Rachel Griffiths as the idealist Lucy and Lewis’s girlfriend; Aden Young as the pretentious friend Nick; Colin Friels as Errol the mental institution liaison; Jacki Weaver as Cherry the patient in lust with Lewis; David Wenham as the pyromaniac and generally unpleasant C ward psycho; with other supporting players.
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Lewis is a new young Sydney amateur theatre director: he is offered a job with a Governmental program for the rehabilitation of mentally ill patients in a Sydney institution for the mentally ill. His project is overrun by one of the patients Roy who wants to put on stage Cosi Fan Tutte (Mozart). But none of the patients can sing except Julie, and none know Italian, apart from that it’s a great idea ! Doug the pyromaniac burns down the hall they are going to use for the play version of Cosi so they decide to hold it in the laundry building instead. There is sexual tension between Julie and Cherry for Lewis’s affections throughout the planning and rehearsing for the play. The crazy Scottish musician wants to do an overture by Wagner of Ride of the Valkyries.  Other assorted cast add to the crazy mix. His friend Nick and his girlfriend Lucy end up having an affair after an anti Vietnam War rally. 
The play ends up being a huge success and everyone ends up going their own way after an awkward finale.

A Highlight of this stage version was Adrian Dean playing Doug the pyromaniac who did a great job of capturing the character flaws of this funny but unpleasant character. Jade Thomson captured a much lustier version of Cherry than the movie version. Rodney Van der Wall wasn’t as convincing in his role as I would have expected as Roy. Saara Lamberg was the only international player in the cast as Julie. I was a bit disappointed she had no singing in the role.
The players at The Eagles Nest Theatre in Northcote of this stage play version were –

Director – Dione Joseph.

Zac/Musical Director - David Howell.

Lewis - Anthony Acuri.

Doug - Adrian Dean.

Henry - Sean Scanlon.

Roy - Rodney Van der Wall.
Cherry - Jade Thomson.

Julie - Saara Lamberg.

Ruth - Janet Watson Kruse.

Lucy - Stephanie Wagner.

Nick/Justin - Kevin Dee.
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