ROYAL OPERA’s LA BOHÈME 
(Film for Palace Opera & Ballet)

Puccini's best-loved work. The carefree attitude of youth and the harsh realities of life are poignantly contrasted through the tender affair of Mimì and Rodolfo, from the heights of first meeting through to the tragic end. John Copley's celebrated production features an outstanding cast and unforgettable period designs by Julia Trevelyan Oman that brings to life Paris of 1830.
Our seats were great as there were a lot of people for this most popular story of young love in Paris. We by now all know and love this story of 4 male artists who share and live in semi-squalor in Paris. Basically it is a tragic love story with the young beautiful Mimi dying slowly of TB (cold, and poverty) supported by her new friends, and her devoted partner Rodolfo.
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Gabriele Viviani, Piotr Beczala as Rodolfo, Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi, Jacques Imbrailo, and Kostas Smoriginas.

The first half is the happiest, with laughter and mischief alternately provided through vampish Musietta's encounters with her jealous man Marcello; and the tenants’ attempts at thwarting their landlord Benoit on rent day. Probably 3 of the most beautiful aria's in opera are heard in the first half before interval; after interval Mimi's condition worsens, as the group bond to keep her alive.
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Piotr Beczala as Rodolfo, Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi.

This production, looked cold with the singers dressed in English tweed and wool, perhaps a little too English given its Parisian location. The dark claustrophobic set with its tiny viewless windows further darkened the depressing plot. Opera is about tragedy; but with such a young cast one wishes for a glimmer or three of light, this is provided by the glorious music and singing only. 
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Piotr Beczala as Rodolfo, Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi.

A very traditional set and costuming may work in UK, but viewed in sunny Australia (even in winter) it is too bleak given the storyline. Australian film-maker Baz Luhrmann produced the opera for Opera Australia in 1990 with modernized super-title translations, and a budget of only AU$60,000. A DVD was issued of the stage show. In 2002, Luhrmann re-staged his version on Broadway and won a Tony Award. (See Wikipedia)
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Nino Kuprava as Musetta, and Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi backstage.

Lucky double-pass ticket winners Gene O'Rourke and his partner loved the show and singing, commenting only on the "well-fed look of the supposed starving artists". The reality appears is that a great singing voice comes from a larger body, not a slim model, so we have to live with and overlook this in opera.
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Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi backstage.
THE MAIN CHARACTERS:

Rodolfo, a poet, Mimi's boyfriend. 
Mimì, a seamstress. 
Marcello, a painter Musetta's boyfriend. 
Musetta, a singer. 
Schaunard, a musician. 
Colline, a philosopher.
Benoît, their landlord. 

Composer: Giacomo Puccini
Director: John Copley
Conductor: Andris Nelsons

CAST: Royal Opera: Piotr Beczala as Rodolfo, Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi, Nino Kuprava as Musetta, Jacques Imbrailo, and Kostas Smoriginas.
Links

http://centralsystem.digiscreen.ca/ShowPage/ShowPage.html?presentation=268&date=06112010
Trailer and other info for La Boheme.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZglK331nKRc
Hibla Gerzmava as Mimi in another production of La Boheme.

http://www.hibla.ru/Default.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hibla-Gerzmava/196852965409
Palace Opera & Ballets next production "The Tsarina's Slippers" (see link below for trailer)

http://centralsystem.digiscreen.ca/ShowPage/ShowPage.html?presentation=269&date=07072010
