Cherevichki (The Tsarina's Slippers) by Pyotr Il'yich Tchaikovsky by the ROYAL OPERA & BALLET
The Royal Opera’s premiere production of Tchaikovsky’s whack, and charming fairytale The Tsarina's Slippers by Francesca Zambello, with amazing sets by Mikhail Mokrov, along with a huge cast of singers, dancers and actors is now on.
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Young Russian Set Designer Mikhail Mokrov.
This seriously Russian production contains some of the most amazing graphic designed sets, obviously by a young modern designer. Mikhail Mokrov is on Facebook, we have sent him a friend request. His overlays of lifting and revealing circular motif sets rise and fall with zooming stylized clouds and building like bubbles, perfect for this insane story, totally unbelievable really. Check him out on Facebook. http://www.facebook.com/people/Mikhail-Mokrov/1629969200
http://www.theartsdesk.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=523:production-materials-tsarina-s-slippers&Itemid=14

Solokha, a witch, is on her roof, enjoying the night. The Devil comes and flirts with her, recalling that the reason he to the village was in fact to take revenge on her blacksmith son Vakula, for badly painting his picture on the church wall. Devil summons up a huge storm in revenge, causing the moon to disappear to prevent Oxana’s father Chub from going out drinking; if Chub is at home, Vakula won’t be able to pay court to Oxana. The Devil and Solokha ride off on brooms flying over the village as Chub and his friend Panas get lost on their way to the pub. 
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Alone at home, Oxana rants on about her own beauty as Vakula arrives declaring his love for her, she teases him, he leaves and Oxana is invited by fellow villagers to go out singing carols. 
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The Devil, keen to make love to Solokha, is interrupted when the Mayor knocks (coming to woo Solokha as well). She hides the Devil, and next visitor the Mayor in a sack, also the Schoolteacher, who also has to hide in a sack of course when Chub appears. Vakula unexpectedly returns home miserable because of his unhappy love life, determined to leave the village he takes all the sacks full of Solokha’s lovers off with him thinking it is coal.
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Villagers gather near the church, Oxana in front of everyone, tells lovesick Vakula that she will marry him only if he can procure her a pair of the Tsarina’s slippers. He leaves in despair; the villagers open all the sacks, thinking they will contain presents to discover Solokha’s would-be lovers. Chub attempts to turn everything into a joke, claiming that he and the Schoolteacher planned the trick on purpose.
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Vakula has decided to throw himself in the lake as the Devil comes out of his sack and suggesting a deal. He will help Vakula to win Oxana in exchange for Vakula’s soul. Vakula forces him to carry him to the Tsarina’s court at St Petersburg. Flying off on broomsticks, on landing, Vakula (and Devil) praise the Tsarina. Vakula asks The Royal Highness for a pair of golden slippers ‘like Tsarina’s’, it is granted as Ballet dancers perform a classical Russian Cossack Dance.
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Back in the village, both Solokha and Oxana grieve for Vakula, who they believe to be dead. Vakula arrives, begs Chub’s pardon for his behavior, and asking for Oxana’s hand, Oxana declares that she wants HIM, not a present. Chub gives the couple his blessing, and they all live happily married ever after with villagers singing and dancing.
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Crew

Director: Francesca Zambello.
Set Designer: Mikhail Mokrov.
Composer: Pyotr Il'yich Tchaikovsky.
Conductor: Alexander Polianichko.
Choreography: Alastair Marriott.
Cast: Olga Guryakova, Viktoria Yastrebova, Vsevolod Grivnov, Larissa Diadkova, Maxim Mikhailov.
Links

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2spho2eaMc
Jul 2, 3, 4 & 7

For session times check with cinemas or on line at ( www.palacecinemas.com.au
http://centralsystem.digiscreen.ca/ShowPage/ShowPage.html?presentation=269&date=07072010
Trailer, cast, synopsis.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tsarina%27s_Slippers
Background to the opera.

http://www.roh.org.uk/whatson/production.aspx?pid=9997
Royal Opera House details on this production.

Interviews with director and cast (
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2009/nov/19/tsarinas-slippers-cherevichki-tchaikovsky
http://www.musicweb-international.com/SandH/2009/Jul-Dec09/polianichko_interview.htm
http://www.theartsdesk.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=536:preparing-the-tsarina-s-slippers&Itemid=29
Sets and costumes (
http://www.theartsdesk.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=523:production-materials-tsarina-s-slippers&Itemid=39
