QUIVER Shake Rattle n Roll with Jessica Aszodi n Tristram Williams Melbourne Recital Centre Fri AUG 20 2010 @6-7ish pm REVIEW
Melbourne's Recital Centre Salon at the Cnr Southbank Boulevard and Sturt Street, let its braided hair down tonite, in fact Quiver washed dried and shook out all the nits as well, surrounded by a packed crowd. Cacophonous sweet music/sounds/silences/noises unfolded throughout the some all too short performances. We sat opposite as Maggie Cameron and David Young members of Chamber Made Opera,  to experience an "in the round/ surrounded by all the tools of the trade" circa 1950's "Musique Concrete" experience. Opening with a solo woodwind clarinet, from Liza Lim. Next appeared the quartet (see below for instruments/details) two Australian solo works by Liz Lim and Chris Dench juxtaposed with Stockhausen's 'Pieta' performed by Tristram Williams and Jessica Aszodi. Followed by an ensemble work by Quiver's own Luke Paulding. Concluding with 'Lila', a self-directed structured improvisation involving all six artists. If the order of these works is not correct forgive us please as there was no order in the house all night, random gurgles, clicks, pops groans, and breathless solos collided all round the room. We must really review this show of shows as a complete work for it to make any sense at all!

"BEING YOUNG" and out there playing is what this nite was all about; musicians misbehaving, badly playing their instruments extremely well in public places. 

Excruciating passages of delightful sounds flooded the room as the un-introduced works were paraded past and around the audience. Percussion including breaking plastic bottles gongs dipped into water buckets, and clarinets into Tuba, bells scratching whistles etc reminded  us of Mars Attacks (the movie) meets Erik Saties Relache (and Cocteau’s) Parade score for Diaghilev. Visually intriguing and at times threatening sounds from behind kept us all turning (not squirming) in our seats. Mention must be made here of the visual component provided by Aszodi in a shock frock (mother) and trumpeter/soldier figure son Tristram’s war uniform in the Stockhausen piece. I was fortunate enough to attend a concert of similar sound/music/solo voice by Peter Maxwell Davies Fires of London (Pierot Lunaire) many years back here in Melbourne, and it was as nicely shocking then, as now to the ears. 

This show is all about confronting conventional ways of (healthy and disrespectful) playing (instruments) using (voice/recorded sounds) and visual imagery against music stereotypes. Breathe thru the trumpets gasping, pop and squeal from the voice mixed with amplified background sounds is now very of the day. I love to see controlled trained musicians and performers breaking the moulds in public, the punk rockers did it to mainstream boring music and these guys know the material well enough to treat it badly in public for our salubrious pleasure.  Thanks young (queen of the nite) Jessica for doing it again out in public and messing (oh so well) with all that old "new music". Can’t wait to see what you come up with next...its all good! 

Liza Lim - Sonorous BodyKarlheinz Stockhausen - Pieta from Dienstag aus LichtLuke Paulding - Her Spa...rkling Flesh in a Saecular Ecstasy. Group devised- Lila.

Performed by Tristram Williams (Trumpet), Jessica Aszodi (Voice), Quiver: Aviva Endean (Clarinet), Luke Paulding (piano and tuba), Rebecca Lane (flute), Mattias Schack-Arnott (percussion).

This concert was presented by the Melbourne Recital Centre and the New Music Network (as part of the new-music mini-series).
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Tristram Williams (soldier) behind Jessica Aszodi (mother). FOTO by David Chisholm.

