Quincy Westbrook Blues Bandit

Brothers Mick and Stephen Prealongo were two of a fabulous kind. Mick was the lead singer and teen-age heart-throb of many bands, his younger bro Stephen, also known as Josh was more the sensitive artist, painter and jeweler. 

Mick lived in a small house with no floor, seven miles from Ballarat where gold was first discovered in Australia in 1851. He caught the bus daily into town to see his numerous girl-friends, and fans, and his band was the legendary Quincy Westbrook Blues Band, and my brother Kev Manning was bass guitarist. 

Stephen the younger, studied with jewelry-maker Matchem Skipper from Monsalvat, made beautiful lost-wax cast jewelry, painted, and worked in the design department of ABC-TV in Melbourne. Both brothers were effectively orphans, and reared from youth by their aunt in the tiny Victorian 180 year old gold mining town Buninyong. 

You could not find two more fabulous young men, Stephen’s ex-wife Twinkle and daughter Nina and all their friends would agree. As all rock stars seem to do, both brothers recently died (a few years apart), way too young, and I’m sorry to say not too happy, Stephen was buried with his mother and Mick I guess, is still “blowing in the wind” somewhere to infect and inspire all young musicians, “shine on you crazy diamonds”. RIP

Below, or next page, is an old press clipping with some of the old band members.
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Drums — Frank Ferrari; Bass — Fred Lackerink; Guitar — Gordon Trounce;
Keyboards — Peter (Snakes) Geoghan; Vocals — Damien O'Neill
Formed 1967, line up change late 1968. EXIT: Fred Lackerink, Damien O'Neill
IN: Kevin Manning — Bass; Mick Preavlongo — Vocals. Disbanded late 1969.




