Madama Butterfly by Met in NY
Sat 21, Sun 22, Thu 26

The Sun Theatre in the Melbourne suburb of Yarraville is screening the latest Australian offering from The Met in HD. Puccini’s Madama Butterfly set in Nagasaki Japan, tells the now universal tragic story of war brides and their offspring. Cio Cio San (pronounced “Cocoa –San”) is a poor Japanese girl aged 15, who is married off to American Benjamin Franklin Pinkerton by the marriage broker, for US$1, for 999 years. The custom sanctioned by the Japanese but denounced by Dean Petersen (The Bonze) is unfortunately taken very seriously by the local bride; the “husband” will leave his war wife and take a real American wife back home in the USA. 
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Fan Dancer, photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.

This superb visually stunning Zen inspired production employs puppetry to convey its message. An austere, minimal set by Michael Levine decorated sparsely and cleverly lit depicts the world both real and imagined by child-bride abandoned Cio Cio San beautifully sung by Patricia Racette. Faithful handmaiden Suzuki, sung by Maria Zifchak has the unenviable job of supporting and consoling the desperately in love Cio Cio San and her new son through the 3 year long wait for the return of her American husband. Meanwhile she is courted by, and rejects the wealthy Japanese Prince Yamadori sung by David Won. 
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Fan Dancer, photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.

Pinkerton is informed of her plight, but returns with his American wife, to take his son only back to a better life in America.
War-wife Cio Cio San is unaware of the new American wife) and overjoyed at the news of his return, decorating her home (the entire stage) with a spectacular cascade of paper hung and real collected orange and red flowers. 
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Cio Cio San photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.
Her joy turns to despair when she discovers the truth, a cowardly Pinkerton sung by Marcello Giordano elects out of extreme guilt, not to attend the hand-over of his son. 
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Cio Cio San photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.
Their son is represented by a wooden life-size puppet controlled by 3 men clothed entirely in black moving his limbs, in full view of the audience. 
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Cio Cio San photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.
Other similarly attired figures move through the dark holding floating paper lanterns on bamboo sticks, opening and closing sliding paper screen walls. In one scene there are dozens of macramé birds with moving wings flapping over the backdrop that adds to the Japanese feel of the production.

Whenever authority figures and traditional townsfolk appear they are dressed in almost fluorescent wildly colored extravagant garments. 
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Cio Cio San, bridesmaids, consul, Pinkerton, photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.
Sharpless is sung by Dwayne Croft, Goro by Greg Fedderly, Keith Miller sings The Imperial Commissioner, Edita Kulczak plays Kate Pinkerton.
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Notes

Koral Hill had her birthday at the Yarraville production, along with her friends Camille, Mike Myers (who we thought looked like James Brolin), Les Monteverdi, Lionel, and Tony. We all celebrated afterwards at a local café. This rounded out a very busy weekend of opera – Ernani (MCO), LaTraviata (MOC), and finally the amazing New York production of Madam Butterfly.
If you want to see some of the greatest operas by a world class opera company go and see The Met in HD in the beautiful Art Deco theatre in Yarraville ( http://www.suntheatre.com.au/live_events.php
