Lucia di Lammermoor 

by Metropolitan Opera in New York
On the 8th February 1986, our own Dame Joan Sutherland performed her signature role of Lucia di Lammermoor at Australia's Sydney Opera House, recorded on videotape, conducted by her husband Richard Bonynge; today we saw NYC Metropolitan Opera's Lucia starring Anna Netrebko. 

Set in the wilds of Scotland this story of "acts of men and misdemeanours against women in the name of family and property" is still valid today. Lucia's love interest Edguardo is rejected and negated by her control freak brother Enrico "to save their family fortunes". Lying and scheming underlies the demise of young loving Lucia and her vilified partner Edguardo.
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The Mad scene – photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.

On a bleak grey stage set, we wade our way through a world of corrupt family interests destroying love. I've been to and dearly love Scotland's wild raw landscapes and people, but the scale of foreboding from the opening curtain really was evident. Craggy grey exteriors and dark depressing sombre interiors forewarned all of the eminent destruction of Lucia and all she held sacred. 
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Friday last, we reviewed young dark master Tim Burton's Sweeney Todd played by Johnny Depp, and it seems lightweight compared to this heavyweight NYC production. Gothic in everyway, the singing raised us to a level where we could just manage the drama of this superb performance. This dark backdrop of young lovers in jeopardy grew mercifully theatrically lighter through the scheming stages of the story, until we were plummeted into the depths of despair at the outcomes of all in this mega-tragedy. Did we love this latest production you might ask, our somewhat hesitant reply, yes. The met in HD's Lucia was brilliant in every way, from its staid plaid and embroidered costumes to its dark austere formal claustrophobic interiors and bleak outdoor landscapes. 
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The Mad scene – photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY.

During the filmed intervals, we were privy thankfully to the lighter cheerful personalities of the lead singers and the charming "It’s a Beautiful Life" look-a-like conductor Marco Armilliato. This is one of the best performances ever of Lucia di Lammermoor, sorry dearest Dame Joan, and move over good old Richard Bonynge; we can now relegate our dusty 1986 videotape to the historical interest section of great operatic productions on film.

Oddly enough, this "Scottish" story played and sung by a largely Eastern European (Polish) star cast  we believe, contributed greatly to its successful light versus shade portrayal of tragedy, Perhaps, the nameless "ghost" that appears throughout this performance is the now envious personage of Dame Joan. Another "nameless" friend from NYC provides us with images and info for our Met in HD reviews and calls him/herself Lucia di Lammermoor on Facebook.   
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Anna Netrebko was especially good as Lucia. Her hauntingly beautiful voice was incredible. The light and dark shades of her amazing voice and acting drew you into her character like few other singers I have seen. I am looking forward to seeing her in many more operas at the Met in NY.

Lucia di Lammermoor @ the Met in HD NYC   

An opera in 3 ACTS with 2 INTERVALS

COMPOSER
Gaetano Donizetti b 29th Nov 1797 d 8th Apr 1848

CAST:

LUCIA


Anna Netrebko

Lover

         EDGUARDO

Piotr Beczala

Brother 

ENRICO


Mariusz Kwiecien

Minister 

RAIMONDO

Ildar Abdrazakov

Maid


ALISA


Michaela Martens

Husband

ARTURO

         Colin Lee

Guard

NORMANNO

Michael Myers

MUSIC

CONDUCTOR
         Marco Armilliato

SET DESIGN



Daniel Osting

COSTUMES



Maria Blumenfeld

LIGHTING




T J Gerkens

CHOREOGRAPHER 


Daniel Pelzig

LOCATION
                            Castle Lammermoor Scotland mid 19thC
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