La Traviata by MOC

Tonight we are seated way up high on the uppermost level of the historic Athenaeum Theatre to see everyone’s old favorite La Traviata. Both of Melbourne Opera’s Grande Dames (100 year old Aquarian) Elisabeth Murdoch and a youthful Lady Potter are here tonight, and it is a full house and we mere arts reviewers consider ourselves lucky indeed to get a seat, albeit “up in the gods”. 

We saw “La Trav” (up in the gods also coincidently) at the Verona opera house in 2005, where we also secured rare remaining tickets by joining the 6-30pm local folk who wait in line to get a cheap 30 Euro entry on the night, tonight’s show was better.

Opera has come a long way in the past 12 months here in downtown Melbourne Australia, with older productions employing new techniques and staging.

La Traviata’s modernistic stage curtain and set was designed by 2005 Victorian College of the Arts graduate Andrew Bellchambers, and depicted tilted sections of gilded picture frames, the curtain containing a painted image of two hands clasped gently, and a barely visible butterfly. There were also Camellias on the backdrop after the “The Lady of the Camellias”.
As the curtain rose, we immediately appreciated our top level seats view; “La Trav” has lots of busy party people chatting and mingling scenes, which we never get to see from our usual lower level seats, the gypsy dancers looked spectacular from above.

Tonight, Kerry Gill substituted for Amanda Wang playing courtesan Violetta; and with a hair dyed black Roy Best as her lover Alfredo. Alfredo’s interfering father Georgio was sung by Manfred Pohlenz. What was different tonight about “La Trav” you might ask, well for us “it just worked perfectly”, all the crowd scenes were well coordinated and choreographed, Roy Best sang magnificently, and Kerry was perfect as Violetta, with her death scene (hope we haven’t spoilt the ending for you) on a double-bed with giant overhanging mirror reflecting the superb Melbourne Opera Orchestra conducted by Greg Hocking. 

La Traviata launched Melbourne Opera in 2003, and its 18th production

Tonight’s performance was dedicated to Stephen Wilson Bolton 1942-2008
Melbourne Opera- Sth East Regional Touring Company will take this latest greatest production on tour April-July: 
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Met up with Lady Potter before the show in her very colourful sequin opera jacket. We discussed the recent Ballet productions by The Australian Ballet – Firebird and other Legends. She also commented that she had met Jean Cocteau a few times over the years; and had first seen Ballet Russes ballets in 1938 from the Colonel Wassily de Basil troupe of  Ballets Russes de Monte Carlo.

http://www.melbourneopera.com/wipv3_6/page2/show.jsp?id=266740&db=Entries
