La Sonnambula 
By the Metropolitan Opera of New York
A chair called Camelondra (Camel) was designed in Milan by Mario Bellini 1970 (he also redesigned the Victorian National Art gallery NGV): today’s opera La Sonnambula (Sleepwalker) by Vincenzo Bellini was first performed in Milan on 3rd March 1831. 
Being one of few people who own and treasure this particular chair, we suspect unfortunately, that there may also only be a few collectors who consider the opera La Sonambula an important work of art.
Regrettably each of these “works of art” should not be considered the best works by either of the aforementioned Bellini’s. 
A national opera company such as The Met is almost obliged to preserve bygone-age works, not recognized as an artist’s best; such is the case of this “minor opera” from a major composer. The Met in HD has admirably to their credit preserved this opera, saving it from possible obscurity. How does one salvage a piece from being relegated to obscurity; easy, reset it in modern times and deconstruct the piece tongue-in-cheekly and set it where it probably should have remained….in a rehearsal studio NOT on the stage! 
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Photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY – Natalie Dessay and cast.
Now it has been performed and recorded for posterity for scholars to reconsider in another time, we can list the great cast, enough said.

The cast who should have dressed as Swiss villagers elected to turn up to work that day in their casual clothes doing their best to convey their story in a feasible way to a curious audience. 
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Photo courtesy of The Metropolitan Opera in NY – Natalie Dessay and cast.
The Met (but for the parody Swiss village dance closing scene), wisely so, contained the story within their rehearsal studio set. Camp in the extreme, the singers’ characters as written, each added their own delightful smirk. 
Playing to a full house today in the La Scala Theatre Yarraville Australia, we enjoyed the film thanks partly to a 2001 bottle of red; and warm blankets - thoughtfully provided free by the very cheerful theatre staff. A bit like Fame the musical meets Andre Reau !
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http://www.themetinaustralia.info/
If you want to see some of the greatest operas by a world class opera company go and see The Met in HD in the beautiful Art Deco theatre in Yarraville ( http://www.suntheatre.com.au/live_events.php
