Ernani by Verdi presented by Melbourne City Opera
This was the first production of Ernani in Australia for decades and was a brilliant example of Verdi’s musical abilities.

During Act 1 Ernani the Bandit who lost his lands and wealth to the unscrupulous Don Carlo (who becomes the King of Spain and then later Holy Roman Emperor) tries to save his love Elvira from the grasp of Don Carlo. He also has to save her from the old Don Silva. He wants to abduct her away from both of them with the help of his fellow bandits.
[image: image1.jpg]



In Act 2 Ernani disguised as a pilgrim asks for shelter from Don Silva at his palace. He then finds out that Silva and Elvira are to be married after she thinks he is dead. After he tells her he is alive she plans to kill herself at the altar. Silva walks in but still plans to protect Ernani from the King for which he will owe a debt that will lead eventually to his tragic death. After the King is spurned, Silva wants a dual with Ernani. But they instead plan the downfall of the King so one of them can get Elvira who has now been abducted by the King.
In Act 3 King Carlos visits the tomb of Charles the Great. Hiding behind a vault he hears the conspirators plotting his downfall. Ernani swears to kill the King. The Kings men foil their plans and the King plans to execute them all. Ernani declares that he is Don Juan of Aragon and he wants to die with the noblemen. Elvira begs for his life. Carlos forgives them all so he can appear to be a just ruler rather than a murderous tyrant.

Ernani and Elvira are married when the bugle that he gave Silva as a gift that he could blow to seal his (Ernani’s) fate, is sounded. Silva demands that Ernani kill himself by knife or poison. He fulfills his oath reluctantly by stabbing himself in the heart.
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Much like most opera plots or any soap opera from the modern era the plot is convoluted and bizarre. Luckily the action and the music are great.
The music was very powerful and suited a large chorus. The principal artists were very good at acting out the story along with the extensive chorus. The singers soared over the orchestra even-though they were singing in a not ideal venue like BMW Edge that is not well set up for opera. The layout of the venue is awkward for the cast to work with, but the cast did a great job.

The costumes were a little old fashioned looking but they told the story well along with different props that looked like something from Arthur and the Round Table from a movie from the 1950’s.
It is well worth seeing this production that has rarely been performed in Australia. Looking forward to their future productions.
Cast

Ernani
   Salvatore Granata

           
   Marco Cinque

Silva 

   Ian Lowe

        

   Desmond Lukey

Don Carlo       Lucio Coceani

Elvira              Martha George



   Carmela De Lossinno

Giovanna        Paula Coster



   Caroline Bopp

Don Ricardo   Sebastian Gicobello

                       Gerard Schneider

Jago

   Gary Simpson

Info

An opera in four Acts by Giuseppe Verdi.

Italian libretto by Francesco Maria Piave, based on the play Hernani by Victor Hugo

BMW Edge
Federation Square
Melbourne 
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http://www.melbournecityopera.com.au/
